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Program Participants Compared 
by Target Groups
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Figure 5--Proportion of Section 502 households
by target group

Percent
  Note:  Many respondents meet more than one target group’s
criterion.
  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan 
Housing Program, ERS.
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Table 11—Overlap of Section 502 target groups

Target group

Owner Single Disabled Non-Hispanic
Target group All 62+ parent member White* Black Hispanic

Number

Sample size 3,027 200 1,029 452 2,136 382 361

Column percent

Owner 62+ 6.7 100.0 0.3 16.9 6.6 10.7 3.3
Single parent 34.1 1.5 100.0 22.4 34.3 50.3 17.2
Disabled member 15.0 38.2 9.8 100.0 15.4 17.9 8.6
Non-Hispanic:

White* 71.3 70.0 71.8 73.9 100.0 0.0 0.0
Black 12.7 20.0 18.8 15.3 0.0 100.0 0.0

Hispanic 12.0 6.0 6.1 7.0 0.0 0.0 100.0

*Non-Hispanic whites are not a target group, but are shown here for comparison with the target groups.
Note: Because of missing data, the actual number of households from which certain column percentages are calculated may
be up to 2 percent fewer than the sample size reported in the first line of this table; households may be in more than one
group, so the numbers do not add to the total.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.
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Table 12–Share of Section 502 households receiving income by source by target group

Single
Income source All Owner 62+ parent Disabled Black Hispanic

Percent receiving income from source

Wages or salary 87.7 37.7 91.3 57.0 82.1 94.5 
Alimony 22.7 2.5 51.0 14.9 20.7 4.2 
Retirement 13.0 85.0 6.8 40.4 16.0 10.0 
Interest/dividends 13.2 9.1 11.6 9.8 5.5 7.8 
Unemployment benefits 8.7 2.0 6.3 12.3 6.0 19.9 
SSI 9.0 24.2 8.6 39.1 14.7 8.0 
Disability income 4.0 3.0 3.2 15.7 5.8 2.8 
AFDC 3.9 1.5 6.0 9.5 3.2 6.1 
Other* 12.9 20.6 8.6 23.1 8.4 8.6

*Includes earnings from self employment, survivors’ benefits, veterans’ benefits, workers’ compensation, 
other public assistance, and other sources of cash income.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.
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  Note:  Educational attainment is that of the borrower who answered the survey.  In married-couple 
families, the respondent was more often the wife than the husband.
  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.

Figure 6--Share of borrowers by educational attainment, by target group
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Table 13–Average household income by source by Section 502 target groups

Single
Income source All Owner 62+ parent Disabled Black Hispanic

Dollars

Average income 20,949 12,975 18,964 16,653 16,688 20,035

Percent
Average share of income from:

Wages and salaries 86.5 25.0 83.3 49.7 85.2 90.1
Retirement 4.5 60.2 1.8 20.8 5.0 3.5
AFDC 0.3 0.4 0.5 1.3 0.3 0.5
SSI 1.9 8.8 2.2 12.2 3.8 1.1
Other public assistance 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0
Alimony 3.8 0.8 9.6 3.3 3.3 0.9
Disability income 0.8 0.8 0.8 6.2 1.2 0.7
Other sources* 2.1 4.0 1.7 6.3 1.2 3.1

*Includes self-employment income, workers’ compensation, veterans’ benefits, unemployment insurance, 
survivors’ benefits, and any other cash income.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.
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Figure 7--Share of borrower households by number in household, by target group

Percent
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Figure 8--Share of homes purchased new, 
by target group

Percent
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Figure 9--Share of homes by number of rooms, by target group
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Figure 10--Distribution of borrowers by region, by target group
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Figure 11--Share of borrowers by their ratings of home construction quality, by target group
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Figure 12--Share of borrowers by their ratings of home size versus their need for space, by target group
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Figure 13--Share of borrowers by their ratings of overall neighborhood quality, by target group
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  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.
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Figure 14--Share of borrowers by their previous home tenure, by target group
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Figure 15--Share of borrowers by type of previous home, by target group
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  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.

Figure 17--Share of borrowers by prior receipt of government rental assistance, by target group

Percent

All

Owner 62+

Single parent

Disabled

Black

Hispanic

0 20 40 60 80 100

Lower now

About the same

Higher now

  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.

Percent

Figure 16--Share of borrowers by cost of current home compared with cost of previous home, 
by target group
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Figure 18--Share of borrowers by how they learned about the Section 502 program, by target group
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Figure 19--Share of borrowers by how they rated the process of buying their home, by target group
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Figure 20--Share of borrowers by their rating of current dealings with Rural Development, by target group
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Figure 21--Share of borrowers by how long it would have taken them to buy a home without  
Rural Development’s loan program, by target group
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